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Good evening. I am George Schneider, President of WillBoat, a group seeking to preserve the 

rights of citizens to navigate motor-driven craft upon the public waters of Oregon. 

Part of the reason I brought my organization into existence is the no-motors rule for Waldo 

Lake. Tonight, the Marine Board will vote on whether to keep the rule unchanged, modify it, or 

rescind it entirely.  WillBoat urges the third choice, and here’s why. 

In 1776, our forefathers declared forever their freedom from the colonial chains of the English 

Crown. One of the most obvious links in that chain of oppression and royal tyranny was the 

holding of land, and the granting of rights pertaining to that land. For at least a millennium 

before we declared our Independence, English citizens had possessed few rights of land-

ownership or use. The Crown held almost all the land and almost all the rights to it in England. 

When our new Republic of the United States of America was formed, private land ownership 

was strengthened, and rights of access into government-held land were given as universal 

rights. The principle was then, and still is now, that simple trespass onto government land is a 

secure right of citizens. 

As our country grew up and the population grew, conflicts arose over land uses in popular areas 

of government land. Those conflicts continue, but an alarming idea has arisen to stamp out 

conflicts. 

That idea is to return to the English Crown’s ideas of land-use restrictions, and the English 

Crown’s rule of absolute control over its lands. 

I, George Schneider, have the right of navigation on Waldo Lake. I have that right because our 

forefathers gave it to me. In our forefathers’ time, small craft were propelled either manually or 

by sail. Can YOU envision our brave signers of the Declaration of Independence ordering that 

only oars may be used upon the inland waters because they didn’t like the look of sails? When 

steam propulsion came along 60 years after the Declaration of Independence, rules of 

navigation didn’t change. Why now? 

There’s no science behind this rule, only personal preferences of personal philosophy. Our 

forefathers instructed us to accept ALL of each other’s personal philosophies, so why, again, do 

we have this rule? 

Thank you. 


